[A case of atypical Tolosa-Hunt syndrome with a contrast enhanced lesion of the oculomotor and trigeminal nerves on MRI].
A 30-year-old woman was admitted to our hospital because of intractable orbital pain and ptosis on the left side. On admission, she had left oculomotor, ophthalmic and maxillary nerves palsy. MRI revealed a contrast enhanced lesion of the left oculomotor and trigeminal nerves through the covernous sinus and orbita. We diagnosed her condition as Tolosa-Hunt syndrome. The orbital pain was resolved within 48-hours by the pulse therapy with intra-venous methylpredonisolone. The cranial nerve palsy was gradually improved, but never reached complete remission. The left oculomotor and trigeminal nerves also remained enhanced on MRI until 200 days from the onset. Although there have been few reports to demonstrate the contrast enhancement of cranial nerves in Tolosa-Hunt syndrome, these MRI findings may be a specific indicator of the pathological process.